
Sears 
Chicago, Illinois 

1886 Richard W. Sears starts a mail-order watch business in Minneapolis. 

1887 Sears is joined by Alvah Roebuck and they move to Chicago to start a mail-order catalog 
business. 

1893 Now Sears, Roebuck & Co. 

2018 Sears declares bankruptcy in October. 

Here is the first catalog page of brass for 1897. 

 



Here is the second page for 1897. There is no brand name yet, but they do mention Germany and 
France, so these are likely the sources for these early instruments. 

 



By the Fall of 1900, Sears was offering the Marceau brand. 

 

The name sounds French, but don’t let that fool you. These were made by Bohland & Fuchs of 
Graslitz, Austria (now Kraslice, Czech Republic). Many can be found with a “B&F” stamp or other 
markings that they used, such as a small anchor. They were the cheap imports of the day. 

Marceau & Cie cornet c.1900. 

 



Here is their offering for 1902. 

 



The second page for 1902. 

 



 I am missing the Marceau page mentioned here but they probably didn’t change from the 1900 
catalog. These Dupont models are called “Professional” but that’s really stretching it. I doubt if any 
professionals used Sears instruments. The early Duponts may have been made by Couesnon of Paris. 
They were the world’s largest manufacturer at the time and made imports for many companies. There 
was no actual maker in Paris named Dupont. 

Here’s a Dupont cornet that I had at one time which closely matches the catalog. 

 

The 1908 catalog has the Lamoreaux brass instruments. 

This is another fake French name used by Sears. 

 



1908 Catalog – page 1 

 

Lamoreaux Cornet matching Artist Trio model. 

 



1908 Catalog – page 2 

 

 



Tourville Cornet (author’s photo) 

Another European stencil not made in France. 

 

Tourville Eb Alto horn 

 

 

 

 



1911 Catalog with the Gautier models. 

These were made by Bohland & Fuchs of Austria and are quite commonly found today. 

 

 



1911 Catalog – page 2 

 



1933 Marceau brass from Sears Catalog 

Cornet 

 

Long Cornet 

 

Trumpet 

 

Narrow Profile Trumpet 

 



1933 Marceau Trombone 

 

1940 Sears Catalog – Bandmaster models made in Elkhart 

 

Bandmaster instruments show up occasionally in auction sales and seem to be made by various 
companies over time. Examples should be matched with those from Harry Pedler & Sons, Buescher, 
and other Elkhart makers in order to determine the real source. 



1941 Catalog – they have now added the Artist models 

 

 

 

 

 



Bandmaster Artist Cornet possibly made by the Elkhart Band Inst. Co. 

 

Supertone Bandmaster Cornet 

 

1942 Catalog – now Silvertone Artist & Bandmaster models 

 



1943 Catalog – now adding the Super Artist model 

 



The next catalog to include brass is from 1948. 

 



The slanted double brace on the trumpet looks more like this Ohio Band Inst. Co. example. 

 

1949 Catalog has the same offerings. 

 



The 1950 Catalog offers three levels of brass. 

 



The 1951 Catalog is down to two price levels. 

The lower priced horns are made in France, probably by Couesnon. 

 

The 1954 Catalog is back to three price levels. 

The middle level are made in Germany and the lower in France. 

 



The 1955 Catalog introduces the Silvertone 200 series made in Elkhart. 

The $99.95 trumpet appears to be the Pedler Art model. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Silvertone Artist Trumpet matches those made by Blessing. 

 

This Silvertone 200 trumpet has a serial number 614144, which fits those made by Bohm-Meinl. 

 

1956 Catalog 

 



1957 Catalog is back to three models. The missing Pedler design fits with that company closing. 

 

1958 Catalog is the last year for the Model 200. 

 



1959 Catalog now has all Silvertone models made in Elkhart; likely by Blessing. 

 

 

This is a Silvertone trumpet that I had once.  
This is a Blessing Super Artist model that matches very close to the 1959 image above. 

 



1960 Catalog does not mention the source. 

 

1961 Catalog mentions made in Elkhart. 

 



1962 Catalog with the same offerings 

 

The 1963 Catalog has the last use of the Silvertone name and is down to two models. 

 

 

 



1964 Catalog is the same as 1963. 

 

1965 Catalog – made in Elkhart 

 



1966 Catalog 

 

1967 Catalog 

 



1968 Catalog 

 

1969 Catalog 

 



1970 Catalog 

 

The Silvertone trumpet I had was serial #186264, which should date this to 1971. 
This matches pretty close to the trumpet the man is holding here and the 1971 ad below. 

 

 



1971 Catalog 

 

Silvertone Trumpet 

 



1972 Catalog – page 1 

 

 



1972 Catalog – page 2 

 



1973 Catalog 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1975 Catalog – now no cornet offered 

 

 

 



1976 Catalog 

 



1977 Catalog – now trumpet and trombone only 

 

1978 Catalog – the last year that brass instruments are offered 

 


